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CONSTITUTION OF
NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD –
BERKELEY LAW CHAPTER,
A REGISTERED STUDENT ORGANIZATION



ARTICLE I
FULL OFFICIAL NAME

Section 1.01.	OFFICIAL NAME. The full official name of this registered student organization is “National Lawyers Guild, Berkeley Law Chapter” (hereinafter “we”/ “us” / “our”). We may also use the acronym “NLG” or other abbreviation. Formerly known as “National Lawyers Guild, Boalt Hall Chapter”.


ARTICLE II
MISSION STATEMENTS

Section 2.01.	STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.	The National Lawyers Guild is a bar association of progressive lawyers, law students, paralegals, judges, legal secretaries, and community activists dedicated to the fight for civil rights and social justice.

	Section 2.02.	STATEMENT OF UNIQUENESS. 	The National Lawyers Guild, Berkeley Law Chapter, is the student branch of the National Lawyers Guild at UC Berkeley Law. We serve as a home for progressive and movement lawyering at Berkeley Law.


ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP

(Required language in red)

	Section 3.01.	MEMBERSHIP POLICY.	We accept as active members all Berkeley Law students, faculty, and staff who support our mission as outlined in Section 2.01 above.

Section 3.02. ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP.	Interested and eligible persons become active members when a member adds them to our electronic mailing list for members. Only currently registered students, faculty, and staff may be active members in a registered student organization. Only active members may vote or hold office.

	Section 3.03.	NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY.	We will not restrict membership based upon race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including pregnancy, childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (including membership, application for membership, performance of service, application for service, or obligation for service in the uniformed services.)

	Section 3.04.	ANTI-HAZING POLICY.	We will not haze according to California State Law. 


ARTICLE IV
OFFICERS & PRIMARY CONTACT

	Section 4.01.	OFFICERS, COMMITTEES.	Active members of the organization may designate officers and committees by consensus, according to Section 5.01 below.

	Section 4.03.	PRIMARY CONTACT.	Active members of the organization will designate a primary contact by consensus, according to Section 5.01 below.


ARTICLE V
DECISIONMAKING

	Section 5.01. CONSENSUS MODEL.	Except as otherwise provided, our activities require the consensus of members participating in a meeting or other decision-making body. If consensus is unattainable after a robust discussion, the facilitator of a decision-making body may elect to operate based on majority vote.

Section 5.02.  OVERVIEW OF VOTING AND ENDORSEMENTS.   Any Berkeley Law NLG member can submit a proposal to the membership for a vote or endorsement between meetings. The proposal must be submitted via email to the Berkeley Law NLG listserve along with a clear statement calling for a vote or endorsement.

Section 5.03.  TYPES OF PROPOSALS.  

(a)	Proposals that are submitted to the membership can include requests for endorsements, determinations regarding upcoming events, or any other decision that would ordinarily require a majority vote by the membership during meetings.

(b)	Any proposal that is not time-sensitive should be submitted to the membership during the next meeting and not presented for an email vote.

(c)	The procedures described in this Article exclude general requests for feedback or suggestions, which need not be voted on.

Section 5.04.  REQUESTS FOR ENDORSEMENTS.

(a)	Any proposal that consists of a request that the Berkeley Law NLG chapter either (1) sign onto a statement or petition or (2) co-sponsor an event, without contributing resources to that event, will be considered an event endorsement. 

(b)	Requests for endorsements need not be voted on. Any member can email to the Berkeley Law NLG listserve a request for endorsement along with language advising the membership that if no objections are raised, the endorsement will pass in four days. The statement, petition, or event description must either be provided in the body of the email, linked, or attached.

(c)	If no member objects to the endorsement within four days, the endorsement will pass. The member who submitted the endorsement is responsible for notifying the listserve that the endorsement has passed.

(d)	If any member objects to the endorsement within the period of four days, the member who submitted the proposal must resubmit according to the voting procedures in Section 8.04.

(e)	A member requesting that an endorsement be passed in fewer than four days should use the urgent proposal procedure in Section 8.04.D.

Section 5.05.  VOTING PROCEDURES.

(a)	A member submitting a proposal that does not consist solely of an endorsement request must put the proposal forward to the membership for a vote. The member must include a link to a Google form or similar online voting mechanism in their email message. The member must also indicate the time allotted for voting in the text of their email.

(b)	The online voting mechanism must collect the names of those who voted and record publicly how they voted.

(c)	Members can discuss the proposal via email, but all voting will occur through the online voting mechanism, and not through email messages indicating yes or no votes.

(d)	The online vote must be available for four days. Time-sensitive proposals which require decisions in less than four days can be marked as urgent. Urgent proposals will be available for voting for only twenty-four hours.

(e)	The vote passes if after the minimum voting time period ten or more members have voted and a majority of those who voted have voted in favor of the proposal. If these requirements are not met, the proposal fails.

(f)	The proponent of the proposal is responsible for announcing to the listserve the results of the vote.

Section 5.06.  VOTER ELIGIBILITY.

(a)	All active members who have attended two NLG meetings during any school year at Berkeley Law are eligible to submit or vote on email proposals, or to object to endorsements. If only one meeting has occurred during a school year, all members who have attended that meeting are also eligible to vote. Members who do not meet these requirements will not be eligible to vote.

(b)	The membership standing of voters will not be subject to scrutiny unless a member raises the issue prior to two days after the final announcement of the voting or endorsement results.

(c)	If this issue is raised, a voter eligibility committee elected at a general meeting will investigate the claim and make all determinations on voting status. The committee will then communicate to the membership the final results of the vote.”


ARTICLE VI
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROCESS

(Required language in red)

	Section 6.01.	AMENDMENT PROCESS.	An amendment to this constitution is approved if it passes with a 2/3 vote of active members participating in a meeting convened for that purpose after fair notice to all active members. All amendments, additions or deletions to this document must be filed with the LEAD Center in 102 Hearst Gym.







ARTICLE VII
DISSOLUTION

(Required language in red)

Section 7.01.	DISSOLUTION PROCESS.	Dissolution of our organization occurs in the same manner as amending the constitution according to Section 6.01 above.

Section 7.02.	UNSPENT FUNDS.	All unspent ASUC funds shall remain the property of the ASUC; all Graduate Assembly funds shall remain the property of the Graduate Assembly. Remaining privately-obtained funds may be donated to another nonprofit organization with prior approval of the ASUC Senate Finance Committee.


ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENTS

	Section 8.01.	NO SECRET BALLOT FOR AMENDMENTS.	Amend Section 6.01 to strike “secret ballot.”

	Section 8.02.	VOTING BETWEEN MEETINGS & ENDORSEMENTS. Add Sections 5.02-5.06 as follows:

	Section 5.02.  OVERVIEW OF VOTING AND ENDORSEMENTS.   Any Berkeley Law NLG member can submit a proposal to the membership for a vote or endorsement between meetings. The proposal must be submitted via email to the Berkeley Law NLG listserve along with a clear statement calling for a vote or endorsement.

Section 5.03.  TYPES OF PROPOSALS.  

(a)	Proposals that are submitted to the membership can include requests for endorsements, determinations regarding upcoming events, or any other decision that would ordinarily require a majority vote by the membership during meetings.

(b)	Any proposal that is not time-sensitive should be submitted to the membership during the next meeting and not presented for an email vote.

(c)	The procedures described in this Article exclude general requests for feedback or suggestions, which need not be voted on.

Section 5.04.  REQUESTS FOR ENDORSEMENTS.

(a)	Any proposal that consists of a request that the Berkeley Law NLG chapter either (1) sign onto a statement or petition or (2) co-sponsor an event, without contributing resources to that event, will be considered an event endorsement. 

(b)	Requests for endorsements need not be voted on. Any member can email to the Berkeley Law NLG listserve a request for endorsement along with language advising the membership that if no objections are raised, the endorsement will pass in four days. The statement, petition, or event description must either be provided in the body of the email, linked, or attached.

(c)	If no member objects to the endorsement within four days, the endorsement will pass. The member who submitted the endorsement is responsible for notifying the listserve that the endorsement has passed.

(d)	If any member objects to the endorsement within the period of four days, the member who submitted the proposal must resubmit according to the voting procedures in Section 8.04.

(e)	A member requesting that an endorsement be passed in fewer than four days should use the urgent proposal procedure in Section 8.04.D.

Section 5.05.  VOTING PROCEDURES.

(a)	A member submitting a proposal that does not consist solely of an endorsement request must put the proposal forward to the membership for a vote. The member must include a link to a Google form or similar online voting mechanism in their email message. The member must also indicate the time allotted for voting in the text of their email.

(b)	The online voting mechanism must collect the names of those who voted and record publicly how they voted.

(c)	Members can discuss the proposal via email, but all voting will occur through the online voting mechanism, and not through email messages indicating yes or no votes.

(d)	The online vote must be available for four days. Time-sensitive proposals which require decisions in less than four days can be marked as urgent. Urgent proposals will be available for voting for only twenty-four hours.

(e)	The vote passes if after the minimum voting time period ten or more members have voted and a majority of those who voted have voted in favor of the proposal. If these requirements are not met, the proposal fails.

(f)	The proponent of the proposal is responsible for announcing to the listserve the results of the vote.

Section 5.06.  VOTER ELIGIBILITY.

(a)	All active members who have attended two NLG meetings during any school year at Berkeley Law are eligible to submit or vote on email proposals, or to object to endorsements. If only one meeting has occurred during a school year, all members who have attended that meeting are also eligible to vote. Members who do not meet these requirements will not be eligible to vote.

(b)	The membership standing of voters will not be subject to scrutiny unless a member raises the issue prior to two days after the final announcement of the voting or endorsement results.

(c)	If this issue is raised, a voter eligibility committee elected at a general meeting will investigate the claim and make all determinations on voting status. The committee will then communicate to the membership the final results of the vote.”

	Section 8.03.	BERKELEY LAW IS NOW THE ONLY NAME OF THE LAW SCHOOL AT UC BERKELEY.	Amend Header, Section 1.01, and Section 1.02 to remove all outdated names for Berkeley Law and replace them with “Berkeley Law.”
