


WE HAVE IT IN OUR POWER
TO BEGIN THE WORLD

OVER AGAIN.
—TOM PAINE

Jeanne———

Your friends and admirers on
the Labor & Employment Committee
honor you for your dedication to the
rights of workers and their communities
around the globe, for your intellectual
leadership, and for your defense of
democracy everywhere.

WO R K E R S
HAVE
N O

B O R D E R S



Cover: Dr. Angela Davis (center), 2020 Arthur Kinoy Award Recipient with the late NLG Past President Haywood Burns 
(second from right), and fellow NLG attorney Margaret Burnham (far left) during 1972 trial.

Program

Saturday, October 3, 2020

7 PM-9 PM

 
7:00 PM Welcome by Elena Cohen, NLG President

7:15 PM Presentation of Carol Weiss King Award to Michael Wishnie

7:25 PM Presentation of C.B. King Award to Jodi Hill

7:35 PM Presentation of Legal Worker Award to Sara Kershnar
 
8:00 PM Presentation of Ernie Goodman Award to Jeanne Mirer

8:15 PM Presentation of Law for the People Award to NLG-Minnesota

8:30 PM    Testimonials

9:00 PM    Program Concludes
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President's Welcome

Dear Guild Members and Allies,

Welcome to our 2020 digital convention. This year has been extraordinarily difficult. 
The dual pandemics of COVID-19 and state-sponsored murders and violence 
against Black people have shown us that we can- we must- radically rethink the 
racist capitalist structures that have brought these pandemics to the fore.  None of 
us can opt out of anti-racist solidarity and movement building. Support for building 
an actual social and economic safety net that includes universal public health, fixed 
basic income, dignified housing for everyone, guaranteed pensions and collective 
welfare must be robust and accessible to all. Climate disaster is an integral part of 
all our lives now and we must all honestly engage with our individual and collective 
relationships to the Earth and the role we play in her existence. 

This is why we are here.  Because the Guild always shows up when injustice is 
rampant and has been a pivotal part of social justice struggles for 83 years.  The 
other world that is being breathed into existence in Louisville, Portland, Minneapolis, 
Chicago and in all of our communities is here.  It is arriving.  And the National 
Lawyers Guild will be here to support this other world and fight back against the 
rise of global fascism and its white supremacist, nationalist covers to perpetuate the 
police state and justify the murders and disappearances of citizens. 

I am reminded now of all those who came before us. While they couldn’t finish the 
work of creating the liberatory world in which they wanted to live, as we may not 
be able to, neither can we desist from engaging in it. There are no better examples 
of this than our honorees at this year’s convention.  This year we are honoring Dr. 
Angela Davis, Michael Wishnie, Jodi Hill, Jeanne Mirer, and the UndocuBlack 
Network in the memory of Arthur Kinoy, Carol Weiss King, C.B. King, Ernie 
Goodman, and Daniel Levy. We also honor Sara Kershnar with the 2020 Legal 
Worker Award, as part of our recognition that radical legal change is accomplished 
through the tireless work and dedication of non-attorneys. 

This work is not achieved in one night, in one convention, or in one lifetime. We 
can, and should, sit with this point when the world seems the darkest and change 
seems most out of reach. While the arc of the moral universe may be long and bends 
towards justice, it also takes devastating and demoralizing twists and turns along 
the way. Yet as 83 years have shown us, we are in this for the long haul, and we will 
persevere. And while this journey of collective struggle for freedom for all may feel 
heavy with the tremendous weight of the fate of our loved ones and of the world that 
rests upon it, we also find moments for celebration. Let this convention, and our time 
together, be in service of the transformations we all seek and the moments for joy 
and for hope that allow us to continue. Welcome.             

Elena L. Cohen, NLG President
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The National Lawyers Guild Minnesota Chapter is honored to accept 
this award in recognition of the legal support we have provided to the people who have been 
in the streets pushing back against the police state in response to the brutal and tragic murder 

of George Floyd. We 
saw unprecedented 
police brutality and 
militarization in the 
Twin Cities, and yet 
the people were 
brave and resilient 
in their pursuit of 
justice. During the 
Minnesota uprising 
and in the months 
since, the NLG MN 
has joined forces 
with community 
organizers and 
other legal aid 
groups to help 
coordinate jail 
support, legal observers, bail support, and mass defense strategies for those that were arrested. 
Over 600 people were arrested in the span of about one week in the twin cities after the National 
Guard swept through our communities in collaboration with local police departments to brutalize 
and arrest those demanding justice. 

Minnesota has a deep seeded legacy of racism, which is especially apparent in the amount of racist 
police killings that occur in our state. George Floyd should not have been murdered over a twenty 
dollar bill, he and all other victims of police murder should still be alive. Now, not only are the Twin 
Cities experiencing conversations about police reform and abolition on a city-wide level that we have 
never experienced before, but we are seeing that this has had a ripple effect across the entire nation.

We believe that the majority of any real change that will occur is a result of the brave people standing 
up and demanding change, and we are dedicated to working towards protecting their right to do so. 
It has been a privilege to organize with and support the people of Minnesota in this fight towards 
justice and an end to this violent and racist police state. Justice for George Floyd. 

Each year the National Lawyers Guild gives the Law for the People Award to an individual or organization whose work 
embodies the values that our membership holds dear. Previous recipients include Walter Riley, Standish Willis, Jan 
Susler, Judith Berkan, and Jim Lafferty.  

Law for the People Award

NLG Minnesota Chapter

Brad Sigal/Sigal Photos
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Jeanne Mirer joined the NLG in 1969 
in her first year of law school at Boston 
University, and helped to re-start the Boston 

Chapter. In the 1970s, she was a founder of the 
Women’s Law Collective in Massachusetts, which 
worked on many cutting edge cases including 
working with CCR attorneys Rhonda Copelon and 
Nancy Stearns challenging the Massachusetts 
anti abortion law; representing the Hispanic 
Community in the Boston School Desegregation 
case; organizing women workers into unions; and 
working to free the Attica Brothers. 

She has served as Treasurer, Mideast Regional 
Vice President, and Chair of Minority Legal 
Resources Task Force (MTLF). As MLTF chair she 
fought to protect affirmative action through organizing NLG members and allies in the NCBL and others 
in the movements to ensure the cases of Bakke, Weber and Fullilove would not outlaw affirmative action 
programs in education, employment, and contracting. In 1975, Jeanne and her family moved to Detroit, 
where she maintained her activism, in her law practice and in the NLG Anti Racism Committee.  In the 
1980s, Jeanne had her two children, Michael and Elisabeth. 

In the 1990s, she began her work in the NLG International Committee after participating in an important 
conference in South Africa sponsored by the ANC Constitution Committee. From that point, Jeanne began 
studying how to use international human rights law in domestic and other settings. She has been an 
election monitor in the South Africa election organized by the IADL and was elected to the bureau of the 
IADL at the Cape Town Congress. Jeanne has served as a co-chair of the International Committee for many 
years and has been president of the IADL since 2009.  In the early 2000s, Jeanne organized lawyers to 
bring a case in the US against the chemical manufacturers of Agent Orange on behalf of the Vietnamese 
victims of this chemical warfare.  She continues to work with the Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and 
Responsibility Campaign (VAORRC) to get resources to these victims. As part of her work in the IADL, she 
organized the International Commission for Labor Rights (ICLR) which has been engaged in assisting in 
labor struggles in Colombia, India, Mexico and Brazil among others.  As president of IADL she has studied 
International Human Rights Law, and has published many articles on these issues including Israeli 
aggression, torture and drones, and most recently, voting rights. In 2006, Jeanne and her husband moved 
back to New York City and she is now a labor lawyer in her law practice in the firm of Mirer, Mazzocchi 
and Julien.

Ernest "Ernie" Goodman (1906-1997) of Detroit was a founding member of the National Lawyers Guild and an influential civil 
rights and First Amendment lawyer. Each year the Ernie Goodman Award is awarded to a Guild lawyer who, within the past 
several years or currently, is engaged in legal struggle against financial, political, or social odds to obtain justice on behalf of 
those who are poor, powerless, or persecuted. The Goodman Award is given by the National Lawyers Guild Foundation. 

Ernie Goodman Award

Jeanne Mirer
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Jodi Hill is a third-year law student at 
Loyola University New Orleans College 
of Law, where she is an active member 

of Loyola’s National Lawyers Guild Chapter. 
Over the last two years, Jodi has trained to 
become a movement lawyer and has been 
deeply committed to the adoption of legal 
pedagogy that centers the narratives of Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color.

As the 2019 Vice-President of Loyola’s NLG 
chapter, she advocated for a legal pedagogy 
that emphasized human rights rather than a 
singular focus on private property interests. 
Jodi organized Loyola NLG’s first, “Thinking 
Outside the Books Event” where students 
launched a collective demand for course 
offerings based on human rights litigation, critical race theory, and the prison industrial complex. 
Jodi expanded NLG’s community presence, by galvanizing student legal support for local immigration 
attorneys representing asylum seekers and detained immigrants in North Louisiana.

In addition to her NLG work, Jodi is deeply committed to environmental justice. She was a Loyola 
Human Rights Advocacy Project student, where she provided legal support for Black organizers working 
to stop petrochemical plant expansion in Cancer Alley. She served as a brief writer and oralist for 
Loyola’s PACE Environmental Law Moot Court team, winning the best oralist award at the 2020 national 
competition. Additionally, Jodi has worked as a legal writing and research teaching assistant for Loyola 
Professor of Law and Former Dean, Professor María Mercedes Pabón.

Jodi spent her 1L summer interning with the Louisiana Fair Housing Action Center, where she supported 
litigation enforcement of the Fair Housing Act. She also worked as a research assistant in Loyola’s 
Workplace Justice Project for Clinical Director and Professor, Luz Molina. She spent her 2L summer 
interning with the New Orleans Workers’ Center for Racial Justice, where she worked with Black and 
Brown organizers to develop strategies for challenging labor violations and building labor power.

Jodi hails from Prairieville, Louisiana and currently lives in New Orleans, Louisiana. She is a 2016 
alumna of Xavier University of Louisiana. Jodi serves as a board member of Serve Louisiana, Louisiana’s 
longest-running AmeriCorps program. She is committed to leveraging her legal education towards 
advancing equity in the deep south.

The C.B. King Award is given to an NLG law student in honor of Chevene Bowers King (1923-1988), one of the country’s most 
prominent and courageous civil rights lawyers. For over 30 years, he practiced law in Albany, Georgia, where he was a major 
figure in the civil rights movement. C.B. King was also a great teacher who taught several generations of law students and 
young lawyers how to practice law with a commitment to the poor, the disenfranchised, and the oppressed.

C.B. King Award

Jodi Hill
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Sara Kershnar: After Sara’s father 
tested positive for HIV, Sara began 
organizing with ACT-UP and Queer 

Nation as a young woman. She then 
became involved in the harm reduction 
movement to end drug-related harm, 
including volunteering with needle 
exchange programs in the Bay Area and 
NYC and national organizing through the 
Harm Reduction Coalition. In response 
to the discrimination, homophobia and 
arrests her father faced as the result of 
being a gay man and her own experiencing 
of antisemitism growing up, Sara has spent 
her life fighting for justice and collective 
liberation.

As a co-founder of GenerationFIVE, Sara 
was part of developing transformative justice responses to child sexual abuse. She is a founder of the 
International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network and an anti-racist, anti-racist activist. Sara was part of a core 
of consultants and organizers who established two holistic youth organizing and wellness centers in 
the Bay Area – Richmond Youth & Student Empowerment Center (RYSE Center in Richmond, CA) and 
Youth Uprising in East Oakland. Sara is an activist with the California Coalition for Women Prisoners 
and on staff of the Young Women’s Freedom Center.

Sara is also a certified massage practitioner and herbalist and is trained in Somatic approaches to 
transforming trauma. Her work has integrated holistic wellness as central to the work of individual 
and collective transformation. She established street-based and drop-in wellness programs at needle 
exchange programs and harm reduction centers.

Sara loves being a queer mother of a five-year old and guardian to her sister with disabilities.

Sara started participating in the NLG first as an activist, then as a Board member and now as Interim 
Executive Director of the NLG-SFBA chapter. Sara has relied on the NLG as a crucial resource in her 
thirty years of direct action and grassroots and movement organizing.

The annual NLG Legal Worker Award is given to a Guild member whose legal support work has demonstrated 
leadership in the organization, marked by one or more notable accomplishments, and recognized by their peers.

Legal Worker Award

Sara Kershnar
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Angela Davis Through her activism 
and scholarship over many decades, 
Angela Davis has been deeply involved in 

movements for social justice around the world.  
Her work as an educator – both at the university 
level and in the larger public sphere – has 
always emphasized the importance of building 
communities of struggle for economic, racial, 
and gender justice.

Professor Davis’ teaching career has taken her 
to San Francisco State University, Mills College, 
and UC Berkeley.  She also has taught at UCLA, 
Vassar, Syracuse University, the Claremont 
Colleges, and Stanford University.  Most 
recently she spent fifteen years at the University 
of California Santa Cruz where she is now 
Distinguished Professor Emerita of History of 
Consciousness – an interdisciplinary Ph.D program – and of Feminist Studies.

Angela Davis is the author of ten books and has lectured throughout the United States as well as in Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Australia, and South America.  In recent years a persistent theme of her work has been the range of social 
problems associated with incarceration and the generalized criminalization of those communities that are most 
affected by poverty and racial discrimination.  She draws upon her own experiences in the early seventies as a 
person who spent eighteen months in jail and on trial, after being placed on the FBI’s “Ten Most Wanted List.”  
She also has conducted extensive research on numerous issues related to race, gender and imprisonment.  Her 
recent books include Abolition Democracy and Are Prisons Obsolete? about the abolition of the prison industrial 
complex, a new edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and a collection of essays entitled The Meaning 
of Freedom. Her most recent book of essays is called, Freedom Is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson, Palestine, and the 
Foundations of a Movement.

Angela Davis is a founding member of Critical Resistance, a national organization dedicated to the dismantling 
of the prison industrial complex.  Internationally, she is affiliated with Sisters Inside, an abolitionist organization 
based in Queensland, Australia that works in solidarity with women in prison.

Like many educators, Professor Davis is especially concerned with the general tendency to devote more resources 
and attention to the prison system than to educational institutions. Having helped to popularize the notion of a 
“prison industrial complex,” she now urges her audiences to think seriously about the future possibility of a world 
without prisons and to help forge a 21st century abolitionist movement.

The Arthur Kinoy Award was established in 2008 as an occasional award given in the spirit of beloved member Arthur Kinoy. The 
inaugural recipient was former Jailhouse Lawyer VP Paul Wright. While there are no formal guidelines for the award, on special 
occasions it may be given to those individuals whose work and passion would have especially appealed to Arthur. 

The 2020 Arthur Kinoy Award was presented during a standalone event honoring the work of Dr. Angela Davis on October 2.

Arthur Kinoy Award

Angela Davis
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Charlotte Kates: In the National Lawyers 
Guild, Charlotte Kates is best-known as the 

coordinator of the International Committee, 
who has worked with its members, co-chairs 
and steering committee to organize programs, 
activities and campaigns for eight years. In 
its own words, the International Committee 
"provides assistance and solidarity to 
movements in the United States and abroad 
that work for social justice...seeking to remedy 
conditions caused by illegal U.S. or corporate 
practices." She also works closely with the 
International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers, of which the NLG is a member 
association.

Charlotte's graduated from Rutgers School of Law in 2006, where she was a member of the student 
chapter of the Guild, but she had planned to join the NLG as soon as she entered law school, having 
known the NLG well as an organizer in Palestine solidarity, anti-war and social justice movements in 
her hometown and later as a university student.

Charlotte is involved in a wide range of anti-imperialist, internationalist and social justice 
movements, particularly campaigns in solidarity with the liberation struggle of the Palestinian 
people. She is the International Coordinator of Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network, 
an international network of activists and organizers that works to advance the struggle to free nearly 
5,000 Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli jails.

She is a member of the Organizing Collective of the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural 
Boycott of Israel and is also a member of the national board of Al-Awda, the Palestine Right to Return 
Coalition, which advocates for Palestinian refugees' internationally recognized right to return to their 
homes and lands from which they were displaced.

Charlotte, currently based in Vancouver, Canada, frequently writes and speaks in a variety of 
publications and venues about the Palestinian liberation struggle and the crimes and injustices of 
U.S. imperialism, and she looks forward to organizing with fellow Guild members for a more just 
world for many years to come.

Former Guild President Debra Evenson (1942-2011) was one of the visionary architects of Cuba’s legal system, and a 
staunch defender of the country at home. The award is presented by the International Committee in recognition of brave 
work to extend justice beyond borders. The 2020 Debra Evenson Venceremos International Award was presented at the 
the joint International Committee and Labor and Employment Committee Reception on Friday, September 25.

Debra Evenson "Venceremos" International Award

Charlotte Kates
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The UndocuBlack Network (UBN)™ 
is a multigenerational community of cur-
rently and formerly undocumented Black 

people fighting to not only survive, but thrive. 
UndocuBlack™ fosters a strong and resilient 
community, serves as a fierce advocate, and 
facilitates access to resources – all while 
promoting understanding about what it means 
to feel twice rejected by the country Black and 
undocumented people call home.

UndocuBlack™ has ushered in victories for 
Liberian TPS and DED communities, fought 
for DACA, public health, and mental wellness, 
and spearheaded powerful media narratives 
centering Black undocumented people.
 
UndocuBlack executes all work centered on 
three core, organizing principles:
• Develop the leadership of our members through tools, training, and programming
• Build power with and for our community through advocacy, local organizing, and cultivating strategic 

alliances to advance policies that positively impact our lives
• Center the humanity, dignity, and well-being of our community in all aspects of our work
 
In 2020-2021 UBN commited to organizing within and throughout five campaign priorities: the African/
Muslim ban; TPS/DACA protections; public charge/healthcare advocacy; Liberian Refugee Immigration 
Fairness (LRIF) implementation; and community wellness. COVID-19 demanded an emergency shift to 
protect, inform, and comfort our distressed and disproportionately impacted community – including direct 
financial support, education about testing and protection, and advocating for healthcare for our communi-
ties.
 
Continuing to fight and organize for the rights of undocumented Black immigrants is even more critical 
during this time; the continued deluge of attacks via unjust immigration policies, flagrant misuse of existing 
laws, and burden of COVID-19 on our community demands that we forge ahead on organizational goals. 
UndocuBlack’s entire community remains hopeful, however,  steadfast in the knowledge that organizing 
always wins: there is no power like people power.  

The National Immigration Project of the NLG  (NIPNLG) created the Daniel Levy Award in 2002, to honor the memory and 
work of Daniel Levy. Daniel Levy was a former staff attorney of the National Immigration Law Center who passed away at the 
untimely age of 48. He was a member of NIPNLG and a tireless advocate on behalf of immigrant and civil rights. Each year, the 
NIPNLG recognizes an organization or team that exemplifies Daniel Levy's creative, collective and socially conscious work style.

The 2020 Daniel Levy Award was presented at the NIPNLG and National Police Accountability joint reception on Thursday, 
September 24.

Daniel Levy Award

UndocuBlack Network
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Mike Wishnie is William O. 
Douglas Clinical Professor of 
Law and Counselor to the Dean 

at Yale Law School, where he co-directs 
the Worker & Immigrant Rights Advocacy 
Clinic (WIRAC), Peter Gruber Rule of Law 
Clinic, and Veterans Legal Services Clinic. 
In addition to handling individual removal 
defense, habeas, wage-and-hour, and 
damages cases, for many years he and his 
students and colleagues in WIRAC have 
represented grassroots organizations, 
unions, and faith coalitions in litigation, 
legislative, regulatory, media, and 
community education matters. He has also 
authored numerous law review articles 
and book chapters.

Recent cases in which Wishnie and his students and colleagues in WIRAC have served as lead 
counsel include Batalla-Vidal v. Nielsen, 279 F.Supp.3d 401 (EDNY 2018) (enjoining termination 
of DACA), cert. before judgment granted, aff’d in substantial part, 140 S.Ct. 1891 (2020); Reid v. 
Donelan, 390 F.Supp.3d 201 (D.Mass. 2019) (holding one year of detention without bond hearing 
pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 236(c) presumptively unreasonable, government bears burden of proof 
at bond hearings, and granting class-wide relief), appeal pending; J.S.R. by and through J.S.G. v. 
Sessions, 330 F.Supp.3d 731 (D.Conn. 2018) (ordering reunification of children in Connecticut 
separated from parents at border and directing transfer of parents to CT), and as co-counsel 
in Darweesh v. Trump, 2017 WL 388504 (EDNY Jan. 28, 2017) (entering nation-wide injunction 
against first Muslim Ban day after ban announced); Savino v. Souza (D.Mass. 2020) (certifying class 
of detainees at the largest ICE jail in New England and ordering temporary release of one third 
of class members during COVID-19). A graduate of Yale College and Yale Law School, Wishnie 
previously taught at NYU School of Law and served as a Skadden Fellow at the ACLU Immigrants’ 
Rights Project, staff attorney at The Legal Aid Society in Brooklyn, and law clerk to Judge H. Lee 
Sarokin and Associate Justices Harry Blackmun, retired, and Stephen Breyer. He served on the 
NIPNLG board in 2007-19.

The National Immigration Project of the NLG awards the Carol Weiss King Award annually for excellence in the 
pursuit of social justice through organizing, litigating, and teaching. The award has honored dozens whose work has 
significantly advanced human and civil rights for all. Prominent U.S. lawyer Carol Weiss King (1895-1952) specialized 
in immigration law and the defense of the civil rights of immigrants, and was a founding member of the National 
Lawyers Guild. 

Carol Weiss King Award

Mike Wishnie
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national lawyers guild
massachusetts chapter

Salutes & Congratulates

All Amazing 
2020 NLG Honorees

national lawyers guild
massachusetts chapter, inc.

41 West St., Suite 700
Boston, MA 02111

617-227-7335  •  nlgmass@riseup.net

San Francisco, California 

Marc Van Der Hout  |  Zachary Nightingale  | Stacey Gartland  

Beth Cohn-Mintz | Jennifer Shih | Helen Beasley  

David Palmer | Denise Flores | Johnny Sinodis  

Adriana Contreras | Navjot Khinda | Ami Hutchinson  

Christine Brigagliano, Of Counsel  
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Congratulations 
to all the 

honorees!
Keep on 

Keeping on 
--

Patricia Cantor 
and Jeffrey 
Petrucelly

THE COHN-LEAVITT FAMILY 
CONGRATULATES JEANNE MIRER  ON 

RECEIVING THE ERNIE GOODMAN 
AWARD, AND FOR HER LIFE-LONG 
LEGAL ADVOCACY FOR JUSTICE

Andy Cohn, Marcia Leavitt, Dave Cohn 
& Marisa Leavitt Cohn

The Alabama Chapter of
the National Lawyers Guild

extends its congratulations to
our state’s favorite daughter,

Angela Davis

for receiving 
the Arthur Kinoy Award

for finally receiving
the Fred Shuttlesworth 

Human Rights Award from
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute

and, not incidentally,
for a lifetime battling for

liberation, justice and human rights
in the United States and globally

Congratulations to all the 2020 
honorees! 

In love and solidarity,

NLG Natl Office & Foundation Staff: 

Daniel, Kimmie, Lisa, Pooja, 
 Tasha, Traci & Tyler
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The Mass Defense Committee 
(MDC) congratulates the 2020 

award recipients for their inspiring 
achievements and contributions to 

the struggle for liberation.

The MDC also stands in solidarity 
with all NLG members and chapters 

providing mass defense, and 
especially with everyone who's 

taken the streets this year in support 
of the movement for Black lives.
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Congratulations Jeanne, 
Ernie Goodman Award 

honoree! 

You are a tireless champion for human 
rights and worker justice here and around 

the globe!

In love and solidarity from your friends 
and partners, 

Ria, Kristina and Paul 
Mirer Mazzocchi & Julien, PLLC
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The Detroit police misconduct litigation firm 
CLA (Buck Davis, Cynthia Heenan, John Philo, 

Scott Mackela and Jill R.) salute this year’s 
amazing honorees.  We equally lift our glass to 
all the amazing NLG staff, members, chapters, 
committees and projects who have been rising 

to support the ongoing protests in the wake 
of the murder of George Floyd and so many 

others.  Power to the people! 

TO JEANNE,

OUR FRIEND AND COMRADE, 
WITH UTMOST LOVE AND 

RESPECT

MARJORIE COHN 
& JERRY WALLINGFORD

Congratulations to all the honorees. I want to single out Jeanne 
Mirer, not only for her spectacular international work with orga-
nizations like IADL but because in the 1970's and 1980's, Jeanne 

was a critically important person in getting the NLG to once 
again be involved the anti-racist work, most notably our support 
for affirmative action in schools and in workplaces. Along with 
the National Conference of Black Lawyers and the Center for 

Constitutional Rights, the NLG under Jeanne’s leadership estab-
lished the Affirmative Action Coordinating Center, which submit-

ted amicus briefs in the key affirmative action cases. 

Steven Saltzman
200 S. Michigan, Ste. 201 / Chicago, Il. 60604

SSaltzlaw@gmail.com
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Congratulations to the 2020 NLG 
Honorees...

especially my long time friend & comrade 
Jeanne Mirer

Solidarity & Struggle
Joseph Lipofsky

In the face of 
troubles, we rise.

Karen Jo Koonan

Congratulations to our dear friend Jeanne, for whom tireless 
is an understatement, and our chapter ED Sara, to whom we 
are eternally grateful for her leadership! 

Marc & Jody 

A big shoutout to the 
National Lawyers Guild 

for its mass defense 
work. 

Abdeen Jabara & Holly 
Maguigan

SEGAL & GREENBERG LLP

Salutes 

NLG 2020 Honorees 

For Their  
Advocacy and Vision 

___________________________________  

Philip C. Segal 
Margery A. Greenberg 

179 Franklin Street 
New York, New York 10013 

(212) 297-0503
www.segal-greenberg.com 
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Congratulations   to   our   Colleague    
Charlotte   Kates  

 
2020   Recipient   of   the    

Debra   Evenson   Venceremos   International   Award   
  

We   are   grateful   and   consistently   amazed   by   your   intellect   and    camaraderie.    Your  
contribution   to   the   work   of   the   National   Lawyers   Guild   International   Committee   is  

immeasurable.   We   join   many   in   honoring   you   today.  
 

  

 
Suzanne   Adely,   Natasha   Bannan,   Audrey   Bomse,   Marjorie   Cohn,   Steven   Goldberg,   Ollie   Jefferson,   Kathy   Johnson,  

Jackie   Mariano,   Jeanne   Mirer,   Susan   Scott,   Natali   Segovia,   Judy   Somberg,   Jordan   Winquist,   Emily   Yozell,  
and   the   NLG   International   Committee  

 
 



21

Dear Mike Wishnie,

Sorry, we meant to have 
something pithy and meaningful 
to say here but we didn't have 

time to get it down in words 
because we were too busy 
rushing off to court to seek 
an emergency injunction of 

government overreach like you 
taught us.

Love,
The generations of WIRAC 

students you've helped join the 
struggle for justice.
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Alliance Graphics
Bill Montross, NLG D.C. Chapter

Bill Quigley
Bill Rothberg, Law Offices of 

William Rothberg
Brooklyn For Peace

Caroline Playter
Communist Party USA - Northern 

California District
Curry First

Danny Meyers

Dianne Post
Jewish Voice for Peace

Jim fennerty
Manzar Foroohar

Middle East Children’s Alliance
Monique Doryland

Paul Peloquin
Law Office of Peter Goselin

Rebecca Kershnar
Robert Hernandez

Uri Strauss

The NLG thanks the following supporters 
for their generous contributions

Congratulations Jeanne on receiving the NLG’s Ernie Goodman Award 
recognizing an NLG lawyer who a Guild lawyer whose life’s work models how 

to lawyer for the people against financial, political and social odds.

We honor your clarity, tenacity, and fierceness for working people. 

Thank you for your friendship and advice, and most of all for your example. 

Angela Cornell, ICLR Board 
Ashwini Sukthankar, ICLR Board 

Jeff Vogt, ILAW   
JJ Rosenbaum, GLJ-ILRF and NIP-NLG Board
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The NLG Task Force on the Americas

Congratulates
Charlotte Kates

Winner of the Debra Evenson Award, and

Jeanne Mirer
Winner of the Ernie Goodman Award

We are thrilled to honor both of you as critical and 
outstanding leaders

of the NLG International Committee. We couldn’t do 
the work that we do without either of you.

We salute Angela Davis & the 
other 2020 honorees 

www.rfc.org   •   info@rfc.org 

Supporting the children of resistance 
(including the children of U.S. political 

prisoners) 
since 1990 
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Congratulations,
UndocuBlack Network,

Mike Wishnie, and
2020 #Law4thePeople Honorees!

We thank you for your fierce and tireless
advocacy for a more just and equitable world!

- National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild
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  “Activism is the rent 
I pay for living on the 
planet” 

            - Alice Walker

Congratulations to 
the awardees and 

deep gratitude to the old timers who 
remained active and helped build the 
Guild into what it is today!

I was active in the NLG in the 1970’s and 
80’s in L.A., and my memoir of those years 
and beyond was published last year. Preview 
on Amazon, also available on Powells & 
Barnes & Noble.

Dick Eiden, Paying the Rent: Adventures 
of a Left Coast Activist Lawyer from the 
Turbulent Sixties to the Era of Donald 
Trump. 

Dean Heather K. Gerken and the 
faculty, staff, and students of  
Yale Law School congratulate  

Michael J. Wishnie,  
William O. Douglas Clinical 

Professor of Law  
and recipient of the  

2020 Carol Weiss King Award from 
the National Lawyers Guild

YaleLawSchool-WishnieNLGAd_FINAL.indd   1 9/1/20   1:25 PM

Congratulations to the 
National Lawyers Guild for 

Reaffirming its Commitment 
to Non-Discrimination. 

 
Bibliotechnical Athenaeum, 

Israel 

The Arthur Garfield Hays Civil 
Liberties Program of NYU Law 

School celebrates all of this 
year's amazing honorees and 
is proud that Michael Wishnie 

formerly served as a co-director 
of the Hays Program.

Congrats to our NLG
2020 Haywood Burns Fellows! 

Jesse VogelSacha ManiarBreonna GrantMenna ElsayedTalia Curtis
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We Are Family! 
Congratulations to Jeanne Mirer on 

Receiving the Ernie Goodman Award 
 

The Struggle Continues! 

 
Michael and Anna 

Mirer 
Jonah 
Max 

Elisabeth Mirer and 
Matthew Weiner 

Arthur 

 
Frank Mirer 

Andy Mirer and 
Jesse Green 
Ellen Cohn 
Carol Cohn 

Andy Cohn and 
Marcia Leavitt 
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Congratulations 
to Jeanne Mirer, 
Charlotte Kates 
and all of the 
2020 honorees! 

 
 

NLGNYC CHAPTER 
FOUNDATION, INC.

A 501(c)(3) entity dedicated to  
enhancing the growth and agenda 
of the NYC chapter.

Tax-deductible donations and bequests 
can be directed to the Foundation at:

168 Canal Street 
New York, NY 10013

Donate online at www.nlgnyc.org
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We are so proud to be 
members of the Guild in 
these critical times.  We 

congratulate all the award 
winners and, in particular, 

our dear and beloved friend 
JEANNE MIRER.

LEN CAVISE AND SUSAN KAPLAN – 
CHICAGO CHAPTER

Kathy Johnson
and 

David Gespass

send their greetings and
solidarity, not just to the

awardees, but to the 
thousands of Guild members

fighting in the trenches
every day alongside the
oppressed and exploited

seeking a more
just and livable world.

 Congratulations to the 
2020 Honorees of  the 

National Lawyers Guild -- 
We’re proud of you! 

And, Thank You NLG for 
80+ years of commitment! 

With support from your friends at 
Tilton Dunn Gross, P.L.L.P. 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 
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Alf   Mabrouk  
 ألف   مبروك   

 
To   our   Dear   Friend   and   Comrade   Charlotte   Kates  

Recipient   of   the   2020     Debra   Evenson   Venceremos   International   Award  
 

The   courage,   intelligence,   and   commitment   that   you  
have   given   to   the   Palestinian   struggle   and   so   many  

liberation   struggles   is   beyond   measure.   
 

NY4Palestine,   Al-Awda   New   York,   Committee   of   Anti-Imperialists   in  
Solidarity   with   Iran,   

Samidoun,   Within   our   Lifetime,   Struggle/La   Lucha  
 
 

 

The Water Protector Legal Collective honors the National Law-
yers Guild for its ongoing commitment to a more equitable 

future, where human rights, and the rights of the ecosystems, 
are valued over property interests!

As we move forward in our work to defend the rights of 
Indigenous peoples and the environment against extractive 
industry, and colonial structures, we ask that you stand with 
us and consider volunteering with us and becoming part of 

our Cooperating Attorney Corps Program!

In addition, we are working to partner with the NLG to push 
forward work on Political Prisoners, recognizing our Water 
Protectors that became political prisoners in the #NoDAPL 
struggles at Standing Rock, along with the many political 

prisoners that the NLG has represented throughout its long 
history.

Now, more than ever, we need attorneys, legal workers, and 
law students that are willing to make a difference.

Mni Wiconi. Water is Life!
For more information on our initiatives, please contact:

Executive Director Leoyla Cowboy-Giron, at director@waterprotectorlegal.org and/or
Staff Attorney Natali Segovia, Esq., at  defense@waterprotectorlegal.org.

Congratulations to the 
2020 NLG Honorees!

The Indiana Chapter 
of the NLG is proud to 

stand in solidarity with 
you.



31

Congratulations to all the deserving 
honorees

with a special shout out to our own Jeanne Mirer for her 
lifelong and unrelenting pursuit of justice and for her 
strength, tenacity and courage to speak truth to power 
with kindness, generosity and compassion.  You do the 
Guild proud! 

And to Charlotte Kates, for your work behind the scenes 
and on the front lines of the struggle.  

We Salute You!

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD - NYC CHAPTER
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 peopleslawo�ce.com
1180 N. Milwaukee Ave. 3rd �., Chicago, IL 60642, 773-235-0070

In solidarity, 

Alexis, Ben, Brad, 
Christian, Flint, 
Jan, Jani, Joey, 
Kris, Lourdes 
and Michael

People's Law Office is forever 
inspired by the vision of abolition 
and the steadfast commitment of 

Angela Davis in support of 
people's struggles!

We support and honor the 
commitment and work of all the 

honorees.

May the struggles of 2020 inspire 
ongoing work to end anti-Black 

racism and bring us hope and 
change for the future. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
99 Hudson Street, 12 FL, New York, NY 10013

T 212.966.5932  ·  F 212.966.4303  ·  www.aaldef.org
Facebook: bit.ly/aaldef  ·  Twitter: @aaldef.org 

Congratulations to the National Lawyers Guild &
 all the 2020 NLG honorees!

-from your friends at AALDEF
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These times may try our souls, but the
progress we can achieve is unlimited.

The past presidents of the NLG 
express our confidence in the power

of the people,
our unwavering belief that, 

as it has for 83 years
the National Lawyers Guild will

continue meeting the challenge of the times 
and

together with the oppressed and exploited
will bend the arc of history ever more 

towards justice and liberation.

THE PEOPLE UNITED WILL 
NEVER BE DEFEATED!

EL PUEBLO UNIDO JAMÁS 
SERÁ VENCIDO!

Paul Harris
Karen Jo Koonan

James Larson
Bruce Nestor

Azadeh N. Shahshahani
Marc Van Der Hout

Doron Weinberg

Michael Avery 

Natasha Bannan 
John Brittain 
Marjorie Cohn 
Barbara Dudley 
Peter Erlinder 
David Gespass 
Bill Goodman
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salutes

National Lawyers Guild for its

2020 CONVENTION 
and congratulates 

JEANNE MIRER, 
winner of the Ernie Goodman award, 
in recognition of her outstanding 
work to advance workers’ rights 
and fight corporate greed. 

Jeanne’s decades of hard work for justice, 

both in and out of court, are an inspiration.

55 Harrison Street • Suite #400 • Oakland, CA 94607 • 877-995-6372 • kazanlaw.com

KAZAN, McCLAIN
SATTERLEY & GREENWOOD

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
Helping Asbestos Victims Since 1974

KAZANLAW.COM

#LAW4THEPEOPLE
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Jeanne Mirer 
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Medina Orthwein LLP is a queer-owned, civil rights law firm. MO LLP uses an 
intersectional approach to justice and advocacy to ensure that the voices of 
those most impacted by inequity are heard and can fight power with power.

We are proud to support and collaborate with the NLG.

www.medinaorthwein.com  •  Oakland, California  
•  (510) 823-2040

Congratulations to the NLG 2020 Awardees. 
Thank you for your tireless and inspiring advocacy.  

You are the change we need in the world!

Dr. Moses Milazzo
www.oneorb.net
info@otherorb.net
513-620-4314

Have you ever overheard a
comment that you knew wasn't right
but didn't know how to respond?

Do you ever find yourself logging
off a Zoom meeting thinking, "I
should have said..."?

Would you like your team to gain
some skills designed to help you all
learn valuable Bystander
Intervention skills?

We provide evidence-based programs
that help professional teams improve
their culture.

◦ Bystander Intervention
◦ Trauma-Informed Responses
◦ Peer Advocacy Programs
◦ Mentoring Programs

Our customized workshops facilitate
conversations about difficult topics
including:

◦ Privilege
◦ Harassment
◦ Cultural Identity
◦ Bullying
◦ Exclusion

Move Beyond Being
a Passive
Bystander:

Actively Intervene
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HIGHET LAW, LLC 
is proud to recognize the 2020 National Lawyers Guild  

Keynote Speaker & Honorees 
 

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, NLG Minnesota Chapter, Dr. Angela Davis,  
Sara Kershnar, Jeanne Mirer, Jodi Hill, Charlotte Kates,  

UndocuBlack Network, and Michael Wishnie 
 

HIGHET LAW, LLC 
 LEGAL TOOLS FOR LABOR ORGANIZING 

WWW.HIGHETLAW.COM 

 

 

In loving memory of the
Guild members we lost in 2020:

Alan Hirshman
Amanda Bell

Jef frey Goldstein
Karen Weill
Kevin Zeese
Mud Watters

 Rest in Power.     

Congratulations 

ANGELA DAVIS 

La Lucha Continua! 

Robert Metcalf 

Richard Metcalf 
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The D.C. Chapter extends our congratulations to 
Goodman award winner Jeanne Mirer and to all the 

Awardees of 2020.
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2019 Awards Banquet Donors  
The National Lawyers Guild Foundation thanks our generous donors  

who gave at the 2019 Awards Celebration. 
Thank you for building a stronger Guild! 

 

ACLU of North Carolina 
Adam Mariano 
Amreet Sandhu 
Andrea Pla 
Art Heitzer 
Ashlyn Ruga 
Barbara Dudley 
Ben Meyers 
Bruce Nestor & Susana De León 
Bryan Higgins 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
Cohen & Green PLLC 
Constitutional Litigation Assoc., P.C. 
Curry First 
Dan Siegel 
Daniel Meyers 
David Gespass & Kathleen Johnson 
David Kelston 
David Sai 
Dexter Kaiama 
Diane O'Connell 
EmilyRose Johns 
Franklin Siegel 
Geoffrey Schotter 
Gilbert Saucedo 
Henry Willis 
Jackelyn Mariano 
James Craig 
James Fennerty 
Jamie Trinkle 
Jeanne Mirer 
Jeff Petrucelly & Pat Cantor 
Jeffrey Frank 
 

Jeffrey Lake 
Jerome Paun 
John Sinodis 
Jonathan Moore 
Joseph Lipofsky 
Judy Somberg 
Karen Jo Koonan 
Kimmie David 
Legal Aid of North Carolina 
Linda Locke 
M. Travis Payne 
Marc Van Der Hout & Jody Lewitter 
Max Suchan 
Michael Avery 
Michael Podgurski 
Natasha Bannan 
National Advocates for Pregnant Women 
National Women's Law Center 
NLG Detroit & MI Chapter 
NLG New York City Chapter 
Paul Holdorf 
People's Law Office 
Rachel  Gendell 
Ralph Hurvitz 
Ray Rojas 
Regulatory Assistance for Abortion 

Providers (RAAP) 
Sandra Tsung 
Sasha Novis 
Steven Goldberg 
Theresa Wright 
Tim Hoffman 
Walter Riley 

 

We make every effort to accurately list each donor’s name.  
Please send any corrections to Daniel McGee at nlgfoundation@nlg.org. 



In Honor of 

 Jeanne Mirer  
Recipient of the 2020 Ernie Goodman Award 

President, International Association of Democratic Lawyers 
President, International Commission on Labor Rights 

Co-Chair, National Lawyers Guild International Committee  
 

 

Today we celebrate Jeanne and her tremendous career as a people's 
lawyers who has defended and built power for frontline workers, 
supported women and political dissidents, fought for racial equity and 
voting rights, and helped build a global movement of people's 
lawyers through the IADL. Her work is at the forefront of the legal and 
people's movements.  
 
Jeanne has mentored and supported countless numbers of lawyers in the 
NLG and around the world. We honor her and look forward to fighting 
the good fight together with her for many more years to come.  
 

National Lawyers Guild - International Committee 
& the International Association of Democratic Lawyers 


