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Welcome & Description of the Valley & Fresno  
 
A Rich History of Activism  
 
The history of activism on issues of race, politics, and civil rights in the Central Valley is                 
important yet often overlooked. The Central Valley was a critical battle ground of civil              
rights activism during the twentieth century. At the same time, an equally active and              
hostile, conservative resistance toward labor and civil rights existed in the valley. In the              
post-World War II era, Mexican Americans activists built racial coalitions with African            
Americans and white liberals to challenge ocupational safety, equitable pay, racial           
segregation and discrimination in housing and employment. Through the years, the war            
on poverty, farmworker, and Chicana/o power movements impacted racial coalition          
building and civil rights reform in complex ways, including struggles over increased            
political representation for racial minorities, expansion of rural-migrant health care, and           
school desegregation. 

Decades after civil rights icons Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta brought worldwide            
attention to the plight of farm workers in California’s Central Valley, a new generation of               
activists are making an impact in the region with the focus now on the myriad issues                
facing young people and efforts to get them involved in civic affairs. The issues (which               
include poverty, environmental justice, immigrant rights and the school-to-prison         
pipeline) are not new to the cities and towns that dot the Central Valley. With elections                
looming, groups are emphasizing youth voting and civic engagement with a vigor that             
was missing in years past.  

A recent study of city governments found the City of Fresno was the second-most              
conservative major California city, behind Anaheim, in terms of policy preferences.           
However, in what was once a region dominated by agriculture and small farm towns, the               
Central Valley has seen an influx of people priced out of the Bay Area and Los Angeles                 
housing markets, looking for good jobs and affordable housing. As a result, the             
electorate is shifting fast along with the growing potential to organize a new vision for               
the California Dream in the Central Valley. 

Fresno Through an Equity Lens 
 
More than one out of every five households in both the city of Fresno and Fresno County 
receive food stamps or other supplemental food assistance, by far the highest rates of people 
getting food aid among California’s most populous cities and counties. Also, more than half of 
senior citizens in the city, and almost half in the county, cope with some degree of disability. 
Those, too, are the largest proportions among the 17 of the biggest counties and six biggest 
cities in the state.  Poverty rates for families, especially for families led by single mothers with 
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young children, are higher in Fresno than in the other major cities in the state. Just over half of 
families with children under 5 years old and headed by a single woman lived in poverty in 2017. 
 
Teen pregnancy rates in California have declined to record-low levels, but the Central Valley 
continues to be have some of the highest rates in the state.  In 2014 the state teen birth rate 
was 20.8; however, Central Valley teen rates remain consistently high, ranging from 38.9 in 
Kings County to 43.7 in Tulare. Fresno County’s rate is 39.1.  The lowest teen birth rate in 
Fresno County is 0.7 percent in northern Clovis, where the median household income is about 
$105,000. The highest rate is in Biola, a small, predominantly Latinx community west of Fresno, 
where 11 percent of teens gave birth. The median household income in Biola is about $23,000. 
Fresno systematically made policy choices that created and sustained inequality.  People who 
are more affluent and live in more health-supportive communities have better health outcomes 
all across the lifespan. 
 
Environmental issues are a major issue within the Central Valley.  Contamination of ground water by 
pesticides and other chemical run-offs is a major issue.  The monitoring and regulation of 
contaminants is lax. In 2001, Fresno had 2600 counts of radon in a sample compared to the national 
standard of 300 and U.S. average of 700. The problems of air quality are exacerbated by the 
surrounding mountains which trap emissions from the entire Central Valley. In addition, 1 in 6 
Children in the Central Valley have asthma, the highest level in the State. Even within the City of 
Fresno, there is a 20 year life expectancy difference between North and South Fresno. 
 
Community Power Transforming the Landscape 
  
Community organizing and grassroots activism have always been present in Fresno and have 
provided strength and resilience for communities managing the Valley’s complex and 
inequitable power systems. In the past decade, and especially in recent years, a new wave of 
social justice groups, community-centered advocacy organizations, and resident-led coalitions 
has sprouted and has resulted in a noticeable shift in the political and social conversations 
occurring in the area. Central Valley NLG has had the great privilege to work with or alongside 
the incredible leadership of these local organizations. Some of our members also serve in these 
groups, as staff attorneys, policy advocates, or on the Board of Directors.  
 
The Fresno Bee recently published an article cataloging the rising number and growing strength 
of local progressive groups, in an article that can be found here. 
 
 
 
Central Valley NLG  
The Central Valley Chapter of  the National Lawyers Guild (CVNLG) was formed approximately 
two years ago from the recognition that there was not a space locally for progressive attorneys 
and others connected to the legal community to organize and advocate at the local level. Local 
bar associations and groups failed to capture the politics of equity and structural change that 
NLG members stand behind.  CVNLG formed in one of the most politically conservative, and 
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therefore hostile, areas of the State, with an initial membership of only a handful of attorneys.  In 
two years the group has grown, but remains small yet mighty.  
 
CVNLG focuses on an approach to advocacy that centers the work of local community groups. 
We recognize that societal shifts towards equity are not advanced by attorneys or the 
law--which often is an obstacle to justice-- but by the blood, sweat, and tears of communities 
standing up for their rights. We seek to act as a resource and support for local organizers, and 
our ultimate goal is to offer another tool in the toolbox for our community advocates.  
 
In our short two years of life, CVNLG has been involved in a number of local efforts. Details of 
our work, and more information about local justice work generally, can be found in media 
articles hyperlinked in the text below.  
 
 
Local Movements:  
There are many amazing local groups fighting to change the environment of conservatism and 
to advance liberation for all in the Central Valley.  We cannot even begin to profile them all, or 
all the topics that are being advanced throughout our region. So, with a recognition of the 
complete inadequacy of this list, here are a few of the many things happening in our area:  
 

Immigration Justice  
Since the beginning of the Trump Administration, local organizing and support for immigrant 
communities has been front and center for much of the local community work in the Fresno 
area.  ICE enforcement has been consistent throughout the Administration, and the Fresno 
County Sheriff’s Department has been actively working to support the Administration’s 
anti-immigrant policies. Organizations such as Faith in the Valley, SIREN, CVIIC, KIND, ICE 
Out of Fresno,  and more have developed strong networks and a varied toolbox for addressing 
community needs.  A highly effective rapid response network has been developed and rolled out 
by Faith in the Valley that allows for text message alerts, on-call volunteers, and community 
support systems for families impacted by ICE.  NLG attorneys have assisted in training network 
volunteers on various legal topics.  
 
Organizations such as SIREN, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, and KIND offer 
direct legal support for immigrant communities through deportation defense and through 
assistance with asylum claims. CVIIC, SIREN and other groups host regular Know Your Rights 
trainings for immigrant communities.  Central Valley NLG has assisted various community 
groups, non-profits, and organizers by providing Know Your Rights trainings on law enforcement 
interactions, immigration KYR, and ICE Watch trainings.  
 
Local churches and schools stood up to create safe spaces for community members shortly 
after the 2016 election. Schools sought information about law enforcement on campus, how to 
protect students from ICE enforcement, and whether schools could be sanctuary spaces.  NLG 
worked with Fresno City College and Fresno State professors and student groups to 
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provide information about sanctuary campus policies and legal protections for immigrants. 
Local churches also sought to create spaces where immigrant families could shelter if needed, 
and NLG attorneys provided trainings to the Unitarian Universalists to help them make the 
decision to convert part of their church into a sanctuary space.  
 
Organizers with Faith in the Valley pushed hard for a local legal defense fund at the City level, 
something CV NLG supported and advocated for.  Unfortunately City leaders failed to rise to the 
challenge and to protect our community.  
 
ICE Out of Fresno, the ACLU, and others have been actively tracking, exposing, and 
confronting Fresno County Sheriff's cooperation  with ICE and Sheriff Margaret Mimm’s 
anti-immigrant policies and disdain for California’s sanctuary laws and SB 54’s transparency 
requirements. Local TRUTH forums have been contentious, with attendance by local fascists in 
additional to immigrant communities and their supporters. CV NLG's Immigration Subcommittee 
has been involved in tracking this as well.  ICE has been arresting people in in the Fresno 
County Superior Courthouse as well.  
 
CV NLG  is also concerned that the uptick in “gang sweeps” targeting Latino communities may 
be used to get around the Sanctuary Law requirements.  Fresno County has been conducting 
such sweeps recently, which have also terrorized immigrant communities by heavy over-policing 
and raids. The Fresno County Sheriff recently used a the parking lot of an agricultural packing 
house--primarily staffed by immigrants--as a staging ground for a gang sweep.  
 

Environmental Justice  
 
A large and growing environmental justice movement is centered in the San Joaquin Valley.  As 
the most polluted, industrial, and under-resources area of the State, the SJV has the highest 
rates of asthma anywhere in the state and many other significant health problems are prevalent 
here.  Fresno County contains the most heavily polluted census tracts in the state. Residents 
throughout our area lack access to safe drinking water, are sited adjacent to heavy industry, and 
lack access to basic amenities necessary for a healthy life. The poorest communities and areas 
with the highest concentration of minority residents experience much higher levels of pollution 
and much greater obstacles to healthy neighborhoods. The State Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment has a mapping tool, CalEnviroScreen 3.0 to demonstrates the high 
concentration of overlapping environmental burdens. 
 
Local social justice organizations are fighting back to shift the racist land use policies that led to 
these inequities.  Organizations like Central California Environmental Justice Network, 
Leadership Counsel, Central California Asthma Collaborative, and the Central Valley Air 
Quality Coalition work directly with residents in heavily polluted communities to organize for 
better land use policies at the local and state level that will address existing environmental 
burdens and will prevent new ones.  California Rural Legal Assistance, the Center for Race, 
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Poverty, and the Environment,  and other statewide organizations offer legal representation 
on environmental justice issues for low income residents in the Valley.  
 
Local activism in Southwest Fresno through dozens of community groups led to the 
implementation of a $70 million investment through the Transformative Climate Communities 
Program. This initiative, which will be rolled out in the years to come seeks to create liveable, 
healthy neighborhoods in the most underserved parts of the City by investing in parks, housing, 
commercial developments, amenities, and small businesses.  
 

Collateral Consequences of the Criminal Justice System 
 
A person with an arrest or criminal conviction faces a complex web of 48,000 collateral 
consequences— exclusions from employment and housing, denial of benefits, restrictions on 
where they can be and who they can see. To challenge this web of consequences, Root and 
Rebound recently opened an office in Fresno, focusing on holistic wraparound services to 
system-involved women in the Central Valley, and provides quarterly reentry clinics. 
Additionally, the Fresno Public Defender’s Clean Slate Program, assists with record cleaning 
services for those eligible for expungements of their Fresno convictions. There has been much 
work done by Fresno advocates, including Fresno Barrios Unidos, Central Valley Movement 
Building, and California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. to dismantle School-to-Prison Pipeline. 
This work is greatly needed in Fresno, where services and opportunities are limited for 
system-impacted individuals. Root and Rebound offers legal clinics to local residents to assist 
them with expunging their records; CV NLG attorneys often volunteer at these clinics.  
 

Queer/LGBTQ Advocacy 
 
As a deeply conservative area, the Central Valley can be hostile and unwelcoming to the 
LGBTQ community From the recent ignorant but widely shared views  of the Fresno Unified 
Board President to the  murders targeting LGBTQ that transgender individuals. Until recently, 
almost no medical providers in our area would offer gender-affirming medical services for trans 
and gender-expansive individuals, and members of our trans community are often forced to 
drive many hours to receive medical care that they need. Yet the community here is strong, 
even if small.  Trans-Emotion is a trans-rights and advocacy organization in town that hosts 
countless events annually, from the annual Trans Day of Visibility and Trans Day of 
Remembrance, to meet-up groups and more.  Trans-Emotion leaders and members have been 
a strong voice for the rights of trans folks in the Valley and have helped to re-shape the 
environment around trans rights. Common Space  is a recently-formed 
queer-focused/supported social justice incubator space and hub in downtown Fresno. This 
amazing space houses offices for various local non-profits, hosts fundraising, social justice, and 
other community events, and generally is a foundational part of community power-building 
taking place in Fresno.  
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Convention Venue  
In 1910, the first Junior College in California was established here in Fresno, CA: Fresno City 
College. Fresno City College serves the Central Valley, with other locations in Clovis, Oakhurst, 
and Madera. Fresno City College recently celebrated 109 years with its biggest class yet, 1,946 
graduates. To get around, Campus Map. 

Public Transit 
Fresno City is served by the Fresno Area Express (FAX) bus service. Route maps and trip 
planning can be done via the website, https://www.fresno.gov/transportation/fax/routes/. All 
buses have lifts or ramps and individuals with mobility challenges or that use mobility equipment 
can receive assistance from the driver. The 20, 28, and 45 bus serve Fresno City College 
directly.  
 

Things to Do: Housing  
 
NLG policy against AirBNB: National Lawyers Guild passed a resolution to boycott AirBNB 
due to the impact it has on driving up housing prices, leading to displacement and gentrification 
in California. We therefore ask you to boycott the use of AirBNB during your time in Fresno.  

 
No localized union hotels/no hotel recommendations: NLG ordinarily recommends hotels 
that have been unionized. Fresno does not have any unionized hotels and therefore we are not 
recommending any specific locations for attendees to stay.  We do this because we cannot 
speak with confidence about any hotel’s employment practices.  
 
Hotels around conference area: The following hotels are located near the conference area. 
They are located on Blackstone Avenue, which is the main commercial thoroughfare running 
north/south in Fresno. Hotels in this area will be economy lodgings.  
 

● Best Western Village Inn, 3110 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno, CA 93703 (559) 226-2110 
● Economy Inn Fresno, 4290 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno, CA 93726 (559) 227-4015 
● Motel 6 Fresno Blackstone North 4245 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno, CA 93726, (559) 221-0800 
● Motel 6 Fresno Blackstone South, 4080 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno, CA 93726  

 
 
Hotels in other parts of town  
These hotels are located in the Fig Garden area of Fresno.  This part of Fresno is a more 
affluent area and Shaw Ave is known as the ‘dividing line’ of Fresno. These hotels are located 
near to amenities such as a Whole Foods Market but are further from the conference. 
 

● Hotel Piccadilly 2305 W Shaw Ave, Fresno, CA 93711 (559) 348-5520 
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● San Joaquin Hotel 1309 W Shaw Ave, Fresno, CA 93711 (559) 225-1309 
● Ramada Fresno North 324 E Shaw Ave, Fresno, CA 93710 (559) 892-1366 
● Best Western Plus Fresno 480 E Shaw Ave, Fresno, CA 93710 (559) 229-5811 

  
Solidarity housing: The Central Valley Chapter has a (very) limited amount of Solidarity 
Housing available, which will be given on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please email 
cacentralvalley@nlg.org for more information.  
 
Camping options There are no real camping options within the City, but about an hour away 
are a few options in beautiful locations.  

● San Joaquin Valley River Gorge: about $10 a night camping near a beautiful trail 
paralleling the San Joaquin River. Information here.  

● Choinumni Park: One of Fresno County’s Parks. The Kings River runs through the 
park. Information here.  

 
 

 

Things to do: Eating 
 
Fresno has a plethora of family owned small eateries featuring a wide variety of cuisines and 
experiences.  Some of our favorites our listed below. Definitely consider checking out Gazebo 
Gardens on Friday or Saturday night for live music, food trucks, and drinks.  (V) signifies verified 
vegetarian options; (vg) signifies vegan verified options.  
 
Tower area 

● (v) Veni Vidi Vici1116 N Fulton, Fresno, CA 93728-- Modern American dining, large wine 
pours, outdoor patio. Vegetarian options.  

● (v)Sequoia Brewing Company: 777 E Olive Ave Fresno, CA 93728-- Local brewing company 
with comfortable atmosphere, typical pub food, booths. Vegetarian options.  

● El Patio Cafe- 552 E. Olive, Fresno CA 93728-- Family Mexican restaurant with a large patio 
and great atmosphere. Hosting Central Valley NLG’s dinner Friday of the Conference.  

● (v/vg) Casa de Tamales- 609 E Olive Ave Fresno, CA 93728--Casual Tamale Shop; Local 
business vegetarian and vegan options.  

● (v) Piemonte’s Italian Deli 616 E Olive Ave, Fresno, CA 93728-- Local favorite sandwich 
shop with busy takeout counter.   

● Tower Sushi- 724 E Olive Ave, Fresno, CA 93728--Standard sushi joint on Tower’s Olive 
Ave.  

● (v/vg) The Loving Hut- 1495 N Van Ness Ave, Fresno, CA 93728 Vegan spot with pho, 
fried rice, and stir fries.  

 
Other areas 
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● Ampersand Ice Cream 1940 N. Echo, Fresno CA, 93704-- local handmade ice cream 
with constantly changing menus. Cult following and within minutes of the conference.  

● Quesadilla Gorilla 608 E. Weldon, Fresno CA 93704--  Casual dining spot with creative 
original quesadilla creations. Also catch their food truck at Gazebo Gardens.  

● Taqueria Don Pepe 4582 N Blackstone Ave Fresno, CA 93726-- One of Fresno’s best 
taquerias. Worth visiting if you have a chance.  Expect a long line but it’s worth the wait.  Try 
the spicy shrimp tacos! 

● El Premio Mayor Taqueria 3139 N Maroa Ave Fresno, CA 93704-- Great taqueria a few 
minutes from the conference with fantastic street tacos and quesadillas.  

● Pho 75 #2 3127 E McKinley Ave Fresno, CA 93703 One of Fresno’s best Pho restaurants. 
Cult following recently prevented the restaurant from closing down. The lemongrass 
vermicelli bowl may be even better than the soup. Vegetarian options.  

● Oka Sushi 2040 W Bullard Ave, Fresno, CA 93711-- Female-owned and operated sushi spot 
in northern Fresno. 

● Heirloom 8398 N Fresno St., Ste 101 Fresno, CA 93720- Farm to table organic and local 
eats in North Fresno. Vegetarian options.  

● Sabaidee  5730 N First St, Ste 103, Fresno, CA 93710-- Arguably the best thai food in 
town. Fried rice is served in a fresh pineapple, and the home made sausage is 
incredible. Vegetarian options.  

Food Trucks 
● Gazebo Gardens  3204 N Van Ness Blvd, Fresno, CA 93704 Fresno’s famous outdoor 

nursery-turned-beer garden.  Thurs-Sat nights this outdoor nursery turns into a beer 
garden and food truck court with live music.  A Fresno staple for summer nights, it is 
worth visiting and is family and dog friendly.  
 

Things to do: Drinking  
Spaces with Both Indoor & Outdoor Seating 
 

● Tioga-Sequoia Brewing Company: 745 Fulton St, Fresno, CA 93721, a downtown beer 
garden with water misters, a lot of open space, picnic tables, and games to play. There is 
always a rotating food truck and children and dogs are welcomed. 

● Livingstones (Tower) Good food and even better cocktails with an old school bar vibe. If 
the weather is good, try the patio area. 

● Goldsteins (Tower) Eclectic taproom with a beer for every type of person. 
● Elbow Room: A Fig Garden spot with a big outdoor patio.  
● Vini Vedi Vici: 1116 N Fulton, Fresno, CA 93728, a Tower restaurant with a large selection of 

wine and big pours. It has a small indoor space and an outdoor patio.  
 

Spaces with Only Indoor Seating 
 

● HoP PK: 820 Van Ness, Fresno CA 93721: A downtown restaurant with large selection of 
taps including ciders on tap 
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● Spokeasy Public House(Tower) If your looking a cold beer and some old school video 
and board games, this is your place. 

● Lucy's Lounge This is the place for jazz and cocktails. 
 

Things to do: Coffee & Tea  
Tower Area 

● The Revue: a great spot that is near and dear to CVNLG’s heart as a host of CVNLG’s 
Justice Reel Series. Located in the Tower, with a wide selection of coffee and tea. 

● Hi- Top: an amazingly-placed coffee shop where you can get a cup coffee before 
crossing the street to take a hot yoga class and then grab a beer at goldsteins… this all 
within a few feet of each other! 

● Teazers: dedicated to everything tea. Locations in both the Tower District and Riverpark. 
It has a loyal following because they don’t play around with their tea. 

● Tower Tea: bubble tea, food, and a juice bar, all just a walk across the street from 
Fresno City College. This is a great for the conference because you can get your bubble 
tea in between conference sessions. 

○ Van Ness Cafe  
 

Things to Do: Child Friendly  
 

● Gazebo Gardens - Thursday, Friday, and Saturday Nights. Gazebo Gardens is on this 
list several times because it is a MUST-SEE. You can get your beer garden and food 
truck while the kids run around, play with dogs, and listen to live music. Again, it is a 
MUST-SEE. 

● Chaffee Zoo, located inside Roeding Park Open every day from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
except Friday when it closes at 3:00 pm.  Great place to spend time looking at cool 
animals, new exhibits, and enjoying child activities such as the bird show and hanging 
out with reptiles. 

● Storyland open from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, except Monday and Tuesday.  Mother Goose 
themed walk-through, rides for little kids, and a splash park. 

● River Park: A North Fresno shopping center that includes numerous restaurants, stores, 
movies, and, & small kids’ playground for toddlers.  

 

Things to do: Arts, Parks & Cultural Spaces  
 

● Kearney Park tons of open space for kids and dogs to run around and great location for 
barbecue or picnic. There is a $5 car entrance fee. 
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● Woodward Park:  miles of walking trails, bike routes, multiple playgrounds and picnic 
areas and a huge dog park. The park is located in North Fresno, where there is 
disportionately more green space per Fresno resident versus South Fresno. 

 
● There are numerous art galleries in tower/downtown: Arte Americas and the Fresno Art 

Museum always have great exhibits filled with stunning art.  Studio 74 and Spectrum 
Gallery are also places to stop and checkout.  

● Underground Gardens, a subterranean complex of patios, grottoes, and garden courts, 
all excavated by hand. It is located underground, degrees cooler than the rest of Fresno.  

● Fresno has many murals, many located along Fulton Street. Fulton Street also has a 
centrally located park, Cultural Arts District Park, with benches, a kids’ playground, and 
at night there have colorful lights. 
 

Things to do: Outdoors  
Fresno is famous for its proximity to incredible outdoor experiences.  Our city is located within 
two hours of three national parks: Yosemite, Kings Canyon, and Sequoia  Outside of those 
famed places are countless stunning vistas, meandering river trails, and forest hikes that  are 
frequented by locals seeking to avoid tourists.  June is peak National Park season so if you plan 
on attending the parks you should expect (very) long waits in Yosemite, and crowds other 
places as well.  

● Yosemite National Park Does Yosemite even need a description?  World famous for its 
soaring granite peaks and backcountry trails.  Yosemite was originally a sacred space 
and home to local indigenous groups before being colonized and later turned into one of 
the USA’s most popular parks. Weekends are crazy.  

● Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks if you have never seen the Sequoias, stay 
past the conference and go to have your breath taken away. Giant trees that are over a 
thousand years old soar into the clouds; found only in a few limited parts of the world. 
Kings Canyon is like Yosemite (granite domes, lazy river), but without the crowds! If you 
visit, drive back into the Canyon to see the good stuff.  

● Bass Lake  A popular lake in the mountains with an accessible beach that is lovely for 
picnics or just staring at the water.  

● Shaver Lake  A popular weekend spot for families and boaters, Shaver is a recreational 
lake about an hour from Fresno.  

● Millerton Lake  and Pincushion Peak The closest lake to Fresno, Millerton Lake is only 
twenty minutes or so from the City and is a popular picnic, boating, and sunset spot for 
Fresnans.  Swimming is possible in the lake. Pincushion Peak is a nearby hike that is 
popular with locals. Us locals don’t consider this the most beautiful lake nearby (by a 
long shot-- we like it further up in the mountains) but it is close and there when you need 
to escape the city in a hurry.  

● San Joaquin River Gorge/Hike Hikes, recreational area, and great views (and cows!) 
about an hour away from Fresno adjacent to the San Joaquin River.  Close enough to do 
after Saturday’s sessions.  
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/woodward-park-fresno
http://www.undergroundgardens.com/
https://www.downtownfresno.org/things-to-do/public-art
https://www.nps.gov/yose/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/seki/index.htm
https://www.yelp.com/biz/bass-lake-recreation-area-bass-lake
https://www.yelp.com/biz/shaver-lake-auberry?osq=shaver+lake
https://www.yelp.com/biz/millerton-lake-state-recreation-area-campground-friant?osq=Millerton+Lake
https://www.yelp.com/biz/pincushion-mountain-friant?osq=pincushion+peak
https://www.yelp.com/biz/san-joaquin-river-gorge-auberry?osq=san+joaquin+gorge


● Red Rock and Corlieu Falls Hikes: beautiful waterfall hikes outside of Oakhurst about an 
hour away from Fresno.  Sitting outside of Yosemite, these hikes are known to locals but 
don’t receive the same traffic as further up the road in the actual park.  Close enough to 
do after Saturday’s conference sessions.  

Things to do: after hours non-bars  
Music 

● Strummers: Strummer’s is Fresno’s best (only?) hole-in-the-wall indie music venue. 
Located in the Tower, Strummers features lineups ranging from local garage bands to 
acts like Against Me! and This Will Destroy You, depending on the night. Check the 
website or the board outside for tonight’s show. Cheap entry, bar connected with patio.  

 
Dancing 

● FAB Our favorite queer dance and brunch spot on Tower’s Olive Ave, featuring an 
outdoor patio and late night dancing.  Go before 10:00 pm and you may be the only one 
in the room.  

● Salsa and Bachata Fridays at Elephant Lounge Salsa and Bachata Friday’s at Elephant 
Lounge: Fresno has a robust salsa scene, and Elephant Lounge is one of the best 
places to dance on Friday nights.  

 
Non-drinking evening activities 

● Detention Billiard Hall The Tower’s own billard hall, this is a great joint on Olive Ave to 
play pool, shuffleboard, listen to the jukebox, and hang with locals. Don’t bother with the 
mixed drinks, stick to beer. For craft cocktails, check out the speakeasy upstairs, 
accessible only with reservation and password.  

● Bowlero Bowling Recently revamped, this bowling ally offers options for folks that aren’t 
interested in bar hopping.  

● Gazebo Gardens  Outdoor food truck court and live music on weekend nights in an 
outdoor nursery.  Beer garden too, for those who want to imbibe. A Fresno staple.  
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https://www.yosemitehikes.com/not-yosemite/lewis-creek/lewis-creek.htm
http://www.strummersclub.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/fab-fresno
https://www.yelp.com/biz/elephant-lounge-clovis-4
https://www.yelp.com/biz/detention-billiards-fresno-2
https://thelibraryatdetention.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/bowlero-clovis-clovis
https://www.yelp.com/biz/gazebo-gardens-fresno

