SAMPLE CONGRESSIONAL LETTER

[your home address]

[date]

ADDRESS [for the name address of your representatives 

in Congress, see www.house.gov and www.senate.gov]

Re: Changing U.S. foreign policy on the Korean peninsula

Dear [Representative/Senator ____]:

It is time for a change in the U.S. foreign policy with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, or North Korea).  The current policy assumes the world is as it was during the Cold War.  That is no longer true. We have favorable relations with Russia and China today. The current policy is based on an assumption that North and South Korea are sworn enemies.  They are not, and each country has established a ministry to work toward reunification of the peninsula. The U.S. can, rather than continue the current policy of threats and militarization, lead in helping to bring peace to this important region.

There are many individuals and groups working for peace on the Korean peninsula today. As a member of your District, I [or my organization] urge[s] you to advocate for a policy whose central theme is peace. By negotiating bilaterally with North Korea, establishing diplomatic ties with the DPRK, something 155 other countries have done, and moving to normalize economic relations, we diffuse conflict effectively.  It is unrealistic for the DPRK to, as currently proposed, simply drop its weapons without a formal peace treaty to end the over 50 year Korean War.  

I [We] fully support non-proliferation in Korea, and encourage both sides to end all nuclear capability on the Korean Peninsula and to work toward demilitarization.  The current diplomatic impasse has arisen over the U.S. insistence on “complete, verifiable, irreversible disarmament” (CVID) as a prelude to further discussions of peace.  In this era of preemptive war, only a foundation that includes a verifiable peace, lead to non-proliferation.  

Sincerely,

[your name, phone, email] 

