National Lawyers Guild (NLG) Student/TUPOCC Statement on Anti-Immigrant Legislation
The National Lawyers Guild (NLG) law student national representatives, representing student chapters at 98 law schools, and The United People of Color Caucus (TUPOCC) of the NLG express solidarity with the millions who have demonstrated in cities around the country to loudly reject anti-immigrant sentiment and legislation. In particular, we applaud the junior high, high school, and college students who have walked out of their schools in protest of the proposed anti-immigrant legislation being considered by Congress and we condemn the police abuse, truancy charges, and repression they have faced as a result of their activism.  

Nearly 40,000 students from across southern California staged walkouts on March 27 in what may be the largest student walkout in the country's history. We are honored to add our voice to a national student call for immigrant rights and against the further criminalization of people of color. We call on Congressional representatives to listen, and vote against any immigration bill that further expands deportation and detention of immigrants.

While the media has portrayed the bill passed by the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 27 as a “pro-immigrant” bill, the NLG’s National Immigration Project has called it “fatally packed with egregious and unjust enforcement provisions that undercut the spirit and goal of real legalization” (see following press release). We demand that the Senate strip the egregious detention and enforcement provisions from the Senate bill. Although the Senate bill includes several positive amendments around legalization of the undocumented and the DREAM Act, most of the detention and enforcement provisions of Title II still remain in the bill including:

· The addition of 10,000 detention beds

· The use of closed military bases as detention centers

· Expanded expedited removal both for undocumented immigrants and immigrants with certain criminal convictions

· Expansion of the definition of “aggravated felony”
· Expansion of mandatory detention

· Indefinite detention

· Expansion of border militarization

· Authorization of local law enforcement to enforce immigration law

Real "comprehensive" immigration reform cannot have these provisions.

CALL TO ACTION
We call on Guild members to attend city-wide press conferences around the nation on Monday, April 3, organized by a broad coalition of immigrant rights organizations.  Please see the following press release from the NLG National Immigration Project that lists the locations and speakers of April 3 events.

We also call on Guild members to mobilize for the National Day of Action for Immigrant Rights on April 10.

In solidarity,

Teague Briscoe and David Waggoner, Student National Vice-Presidents, NLG

Renee Quintero Sanchez and Ranya Ghuma, TUPOCC Co-Chairs, NLG

Laura Raymond, National Student Organizer, NLG
